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Birthdays
(Pastor’s selection from “Apprehending God” in Tozer’s The Pursuit of God)

“God and the spiritual world are real.  We can reckon upon them with as much 
assurance as we reckon upon the familiar world around us.  Spiritual things are 
there (or rather we should say here) inviting our attention and challenging our trust. 
 “Our trouble is that we have established bad thought habits.  We habitu-
ally think of the visible world as real and doubt the reality of any other.  We do 
not deny the existence of the spiritual world but we doubt that it is real in the 
accepted meaning of the word….
 “Our uncorrected thinking, influenced by the blindness of our natural 
hearts and the intrusive ubiquity of visible things, tends to draw a contrast between 
the spiritual and the real—but actually no such contrast exists.  The antithesis lies 
elsewhere—between the real and the imaginary, between the spiritual and the 
material, between the temporal and the eternal; but between the spiritual and the 
real, never.  The spiritual is real.
 “If we would rise into that region of light and power plainly beckoning 
us through the Scriptures of truth, we must break the evil habit of ignoring the 
spiritual.  We must shift our interest from the seen to the unseen.  For the great 
unseen Reality is God.  ‘He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him’ (Hebrews 11:6).  This is basic 
in the life of faith.  From there we can rise to unlimited heights….
 “As we begin to focus upon God, the things of the spirit will take shape 
before our inner eyes.  Obedience to the word of Christ will bring an inward rev-
elation of the Godhead (John 14:21-23).  It will give acute perception enabling us 
to see God even as is promised to the pure in heart.  A new God-consciousness 
will seize upon us and we shall begin to taste and hear and inwardly feel God, 
Who is our life and our all.  There will be seen the constant shining of ‘the true 
Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world’ (John 1:9).  More 
and more, as our faculties grow sharper and more sure, God will become to us 
the great All, and His presence the glory and wonder of our lives.”
 Brothers and sisters of Christ Church, with the reminder from Tozer of 
the reality of the unseen world, I encourage and exhort you in Christ’s name to 
“seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth.  For 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:1b–3).

The Pastor’s Pen... 

Reckoning upon the Reality of the Spiritual World

Anniversaries

01 ....................Charles Kimbrell
                          Richard Turner
04 ...........................Paul Caruso
05 ............................ Lynn Black
06 .................... Andrew Norkus
08 ...................... Leanora Parish
11 ..........................Tim Nabholz
12 ...................Thelma Nunziato
15 .......................Sarah Hatcher
16 ......................Karen Chrjapin
17 .......................... Anne Bowen
                           Charlie Rector
19 .............. Hamilton McDaniel
21 ...................Roseanna Marble

Carol Mauldin
22 ...................... Carl Fliermans
23 .......................... Patty Marter
24 .............................David Dyer
25 ........................ Maria Russell
27 ........................Elizabeth Doss

                   Kay Lovingood
29 ............................... Ed Evans
31 .......................... Kayla Almon
                     Jonathan Kimbrell

                 Preston Rackley

01 ....Carole & Enrique Romero
                   Maria & Ed Russell
06 ............ Sue & Ron Moncrief
08 ..........Karen & Vic Chrjapin
09 .........Charlotte & Mel Jewett
19 ............Diann & David Chew



FOCUS ON MISSIONS
A Missions Conference

at Christ Church
March 22-23

Drs. Sherri and Steve Letchford are the fea-
tured speakers for FOCUS ON MISSIONS,  
a missions conference March 22-23 at Christ 
Church.  While on home assignment (fur-
lough) from Rift Valley in Kenya, they have 
included us in their tightly-booked schedule.  
Mark the dates!  Let nothing interfere with 
your participation Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning and evening.

On March 22, we shall enjoy a supper in Covenant Hall together beginning at 6:00 p.m. Steve and Sherri will share 
the speaking time as they orient us to their lives and ministries. They are wonderful communicators and will bring 
home to our hearts their going “Into the Heart of Africa” for the sake of Christ.

Dr. Sherri Letchford has a joint Sunday School session by herself at 9:45 a.m. on the Lord’s Day. The Lord has used 
her life and training in a tremendous way as a physical therapist, the field in which she earned her doctorate.

Dr. Steve Letchford will have the pulpit both in the morning and evening on the Lord’s Day to open the Word, 
challenge us for world evangelization and enable us to have empathy and involvement in the work at Rift Valley.

Rift Valley is a world-famous missionary complex founded by the Africa Inland Mission. It has the Rift Valley Acad-
emy (boarding) with 500 students plus a Primary School, the Kijabe Boys School (1,000 students) and the Kijabe 
Girls School (700 students). The Africa Inland Church (AIC) Kijabe Hospital with 285 beds is where Steve serves in 
Internal Medicine and Pediatrics.  CURE Hospital there is a Pediatric Orthopedic Hospital. The AIC maintains its 
printing/publishing work there, and Moffat Bible College, in the process of obtaining university status, is there as well.

The Letchfords went to Zambia (formerly Northern Rhodesia where Steve’s father, the late Peter Letchford served 
and founded a large network of schools) in 1995 to serve at the Africa Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) medical clinic 
at Mukinge.  AEF, founded as the South Africa General Mission by Dr. Andrew Murray, joined the former Sudan 
Interior Mission (SIM) in 1998, so the Letchfords became SIM International missionaries.

In Zambia Sherri home-schooled their four children. When they transferred to Kenya, the children were day stu-
dents at Rift Valley Academy. The first three children have  gone to Yale, Princeton and Harvard, in that order, for 
university. (Where will the youngest one go?)

We have wonderful and spiritual fellowship and ministry times ahead on March 22 and 23. Pray and participate to 
the fullest!

Missionary Prayer
Please be in prayer for these throughout the month of March.

Cheryl & Kermit Horn, France
• Pray that the Lord would continue to open “safe places” for Parisians to listen to the Gospel in new and 

meaningful ways.
Institute for Creation Research, Dallas, Texas
• From video shorts to mobile apps, ICR is actively seeking new ways to reach the younger generations of our world 

for God. Pray for direction from the Lord on the means they should use to effectively reach the next generations.



In addition to Sunday School each week,
there are opportunities for Bible study and prayer throughout the month.  

Youth in grades 6 through 12 gather each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in 
Covenant Hall for a snack supper, fellowship and Bible study. In addition, 
the Youth join together for a time of fellowship every other Sunday following 
Evening Worship  (locations vary).

Young Families & Young Couples meet each second and fourth Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Parish home for dinner, followed by exploring their topic 
of study, currently the indescribable joy experienced when we obey Christ’s 
command to “Follow Me.” Childcare is provided.

Ladies have the opportunity for morning and/or evening Bible study. The 
Women’s Morning Bible Study meets every other Tuesday at the Lammie 
home from 10:00 a.m. until noon and recommences on March 4 from late 
last spring, studying Sinclair Ferguson’s Let’s Study Philippians. Childcare is 
available upon request, and newcomers are welcome to join. The Women’s 
Evening Bible Study is focusing on the Psalms and meets on the second and 
fourth Thursday evenings of the month from 6:45 until 8:00. Monica Boyd 
hosts the group on the second Thursday; Martha Folley hosts on the fourth 
Thursday. 

Men of the church are warmly welcomed at the Men’s Prayer Breakfast that 
meets on the first Saturday at 7:45 a.m., then the following Friday mornings 
of the month at 7:00. Following breakfast, this group is currently delving 
into Tozer’s The Pursuit of God before joining in a time of prayer each week.

All Adults have the opportunity to gather on the first and third Thursdays 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. Studies currently meeting are exploring Genesis 
(the Moncrief home) and 1 Peter (the Warren Jones home).

Bible Study &  Prayer

Congratulations to
Jenn and Josiah Jones

on the birth of their daughter,
Adelynn Liana,

on February 10 in Augusta; and to
Laci and Whit Foster

on the birth of their daughter,
Anna Sinclair,

on February 11 in Augusta.

Holy Week services 
provide an oppor-
tunity for the con-
gregation to have a 
“spiritual retreat” 
without leaving 
town or home. Ser-
vices are designed 
to allow for “time 
away” to have quiet 

times of reflection and contempla-
tion on the Cross.

The Maundy Thursday Service on 
April 17 centers in the Word and 
Sacrament as we commemorate the 
Last Supper in the Upper Room. 
Pastor Jones will preach and admin-
ister the sacrament. 

On Good Friday, April 18, a sol-
emn day for believers, a service will 
be held at noon. Dr. Oliver will 
preside and deliver the devotional 
message. On Good Friday evening 
the service will feature special music 
on the Cross and a sermon by the 
Rev. Mantle Nance, friend of Christ 
Church and pastor of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
Newberry, South Carolina.

Follow Christ in His last hours be-
fore His death in our stead and find 
the renewal and spiritual refresh-
ment Holy Week services afford.

At Christ Church we have been richly blessed 
by God with beautiful facilities, and it is our 
desire to be good stewards of the gifts we have 
been given. Please join us on Saturday, March 
29, for our church work day as we spend some 
time doing our spring cleaning. This work day 
will allow us to beautify the church property,  
make minor repairs to our buildings and enjoy 
fellowship together as we labor side by side. 
If you have tools such as clippers, trimmers, 
rakes, wheel barrows, wagons and work 
gloves, please bring them with you. “Many 
hands make light work,” so please mark your 
calendar and come lend a hand.

Congratulations

Holy Week

Church Work Day

March 29
9:00 a.m. – Noon
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March
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 1
7:45 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

10 a.m. Women’s Morn-
ing Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Everyday 
Evangelism (Ev2)

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble 
Rehearsal

7 p.m. Adult Bible Study: 
Genesis (Moncrief home)
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study: 
1 Peter (W. Jones home)

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
12:30 p.m. Fellowship 
Luncheon
4 p.m. Resurrection Festi-
val Choir Rehearsal
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

7 p.m. Joint Session & 
Diaconate meeting

6:30 p.m. Everyday 
Evangelism (Ev2)

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble 
Rehearsal

6:30 p.m. Young Families/
Young Couples Bible 
Study (Parish home)
6:45 p.m. Women’s 
Evening Bible Study (M. 
Boyd home)

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

10 a.m. Women’s Morn-
ing Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Everyday 
Evangelism (Ev2)

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble 
Rehearsal

7 p.m. Adult Bible Study: 
Genesis (Moncrief home)
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study: 
1 Peter (W. Jones home)

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

FOCUS ON MISSIONS
6 p.m. Dinner with 
missionary guests, 
Drs.  Sherri and Steve 
Letchford

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
FOCUS ON MISSIONS
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
7:30 p.m. Youth Gathering

6:30 p.m. Youth Gathering
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
8:30 p.m. Brass Ensemble 
Rehearsal

6:30 p.m. Young Families/
Young Couples Bible 
Study (Parish home)
6:45 p.m. Women’s Eve-
ning Bible Study (Folley 
home)

7 a.m. Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast

9 a.m. - Noon - Church 
Work Day

30 31

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
4:30 p.m. Resurrection 
Festival Choir Rehearsal
6 p.m. Worship


